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SEMINAR                  Tibetan Spaniel Club of Sw itzerland , 
25.04.2009 

 

Tibetan  ? ? Spaniel ? ? 
 

 

I. Tibet – the land, people and their dogs 

 
TIBET  is a wast land, almost the size of Western Europe. 
 
Most of it is the semi-dry highland between 4.000 and 5.000 m with river canyons and 
mountain ranges and lakes. 
In these parts live mostly nomads with herds of yaks and flocks of sheep and goats. The only 
dogs in these parts are big Do-Khyis and Khyi Apsos and a few tibetan hunting dogs – Sha-
Khyis. 
 
Only along the rivers and some lower parts and along the old trade routes there are more 
settlements 
and in these (and in monasteries in the past) Tibetan Spaniel type dogs live as family pets, 
although not exactly as pets we think of. Most of the time they live behind the walls of the 
Tibetan houses and one would seldom see them outside, mostly when they follow their 
masters on the daily »kora«. 
 
And Tibet is also a land of feral, ownerless dogs that roam in packs around the settlements. 
 
 
 
SENGGE 
 
Buddhist and pre-buddist myths and beliefs are very important to Tibetan people. 
One of the most prominent mythical figures for Tibetans is SENGGE , the mythical 
snow lion. 
 

 
 
Tibetans have for hundreds of years selected their dogs after their mental picture of 
Sengge. 



 2 

So when you look at the picture of Sengge, you can see most if not all characteristics 
required for all Tibetan “breeds” -  the mane, the square muzzle, longer coat on legs 
and the tail curled over the back. 
 
 

II. Tibetan Spaniel – in Tibet/Himalaya and in the West 

 
NAME :  

The single name for this breed does not exist in Ti bet, and as we know the current 
name in the West is the name the Englishmen coined when they first met these dogs. 

Names for this »breed« in Tibet  - »Yemtse Apso « (shorthaired Apso)- used in Central Tibet 
but not outside of this area, in Bhutan  –»Damci «. 
 
»Gya-Khyi« is Tibetan name for Pekee, and it means »Chinese dog«. 
 
Role of Tibetan Spaniels in Tibet:  
These dogs are in Tibet mostly part of the human family and most of them live most of their 
lives  
on the first floor teraces of the classical Tibetan houses. 
Most certainly high lamas and wealthy people used them also as live warmers  and they didi 
and still do act as alarm bells. 
The legend about these dogs turning the prayer wheels is of course only a legend. 
Food that dogs get in Tibet : mostly leftovers (mostly tsampa with tea and butter) and parts of 
slaughtered animals, like bones, heads etc. 
 
First Tibetan Spaniels in Europe :  
First recorded Tibetan Spaniels were brought to England just before the end of 19.century, 
and after that a few more waves of imports followed - after 1900 and after 1925 – the dogs 
Dr. Greig imported to England. 
These dogs were brought from Himalaya region, mostly from Nepal and India na dnot directly 
from Tibet. 



 3 

 

 
1895 (Zezo)       1904 (Lhasa) 
 

   
1915 (painting !  – F. Jay, GB)     1935 (Seu of La dkok) 
But after WW II, there was only one dog (male) left from the English pre-1945 breeding and 
he was used in the breeding after 1945. 
 
So new breeding started with the dogs Englishmen brought with them after 1945, comming 
back from India. 
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1946  Garpon in Potala, brother and sister that are the foundation of the Tibetan Spaniel 
breeding in the West after 1945. 
 
Between 1965 and 1972 a few more dogs were added the breeding population in the West 
Some brought to England, one to Sweden (through Hawai) …and also few from Himalaya to 
USA. 
 
And after that after almost 30 years three more dogs were added : 
 
1999 - Chotu, black male , parents from Bhutan, arrived to Germany from India 
2002 - Leopoldo, black male, came to Italy through Kyrgizystan. 

     
1999 Chotu     2002 Leopoldo 
2006 – Arty, his offspring came to the West through China 

 
 2006 Arty  

III. Comments on FCI  Standard  
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FCI-Standard N° 231 / 11. 05. 1998 / GB 
 

TIBETAN SPANIEL 
ORIGIN : Tibet. 
 
PATRONAGE : Great Britain. 
 
DATE OF PUBLICATION OF THE ORIGINAL VALID STANDARD  : 24.06.1987. 
 
UTILIZATION : Companion Dog. 
 
CLASSIFICATION F.C.I.  : Group 9 Companion and Toy Dogs. 
 Section 5 Tibetan breeds. 
 Without working trial. 
 
GENERAL APPEARANCE  : Small, active and alert.  Well balanced in general outline, 
slightly longer in body than height at withers. 
 
NOTE: Tibetan Spaniel is NOT a  toy !!!!!...and not the extreme low on legs.  
A small dog, just slightly longer than tall. 
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typical male (1957) 
 

                                   
 

typical female (1957) 
 
BEHAVIOUR  / TEMPERAMENT  : Gay and assertive, highly intelligent, aloof with 
strangers.  Alert, loyal but independant. 
 
NOTE : aloof (reserved with strangers – does not mean the dog is timid or affraid of 
everything, but thaqt the dog needs some time to become relaxed with a stranger.  

 
 
                                        TYPICAL HEA D     and     EXPRESSION 
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HEAD : Small in proportion to body, carried proudly.  Masculine in dogs but free from 
coarseness. 
 
CRANIAL REGION :  
Skull : Slightly domed, moderate width and length. 
Stop : Slight but defined. 
 
COMMON FAULTS:  skull too domed, broad heavy skull, too deep stop 
NOTE : Small in proportion to body????  - I think »small« is not the best term, better 
would be not big, broad, heavy. 

 
FACIAL REGION :  
Nose : Black preferred. 
Muzzle : Medium in length.  Blunt with cushioning, free from wrinkle.  Chin showing some 
depth and width. 
 
COMMON FAULTS :  (too) short muzzzle, wrinkles, long, penulous lips, shallow, 
narrow, upturned lower jaw.    
NOTE : Muzzle length is one of most discussed about details in this breed, since the 
selection here in the West was for a long time for shorter muzzles. 
The standard correctly calls for medium length, blunt with cushoning, free from 
wrinkle (free from heavy skin!!) So more (too much)  cushioning is not better ! 
 

  
 
»Short« or »shorter« were never terms used in description of the muzzle in this breed 
! 
So MEDIUM length muzzle should not be extreme and/or having alook of Mops. 
 
Also the higgh altitude of Tibet is selecting for healthy muzzle and breathing. 
 
FIRST Tibetan Spaniel standard :  
"Head and neck: medium size,skull slightly domed. Neck symmetrical,well covered 
with hair. 
Mouth and muzzle: Level, otherwise slighlty undershot preferable. Strong cushioned 
muzzle of medium length. Nose black with all colours" 
  
FCI Tibetan Spaniel standard:  
"Stop slight, but defined. Medium length of muzzle, blunt with cushioning, free from 
wrinkle. The chin should show some depth and width. Nose black preferred." 
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The same is also in AKC standard and CKC standard also requires : "muzzle of 
medium length". 
Or to put it in a different way, short muzzle is typical in Chinese and untypical in 
Tibetan small dogs. 
 
Important for comaprisson is the length of the muzzle of the »cousins« of Tibetan 
Spaniels – Lhasa as discribed in Lhasa Apso standard: 
»muzzle length of 4 cm« 
 
Very interesting is also the comparisson of Tibetan Spaniels with »prapsos« the short 
coated dogs born in Lhasa Apso litters : 
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Prairie/2627/prapsos.html 
  
On following link there is an excellent description of head type of the »cousins« of 
Tibetan Spaniels – Lhasa Apso : 
 http://www.lhasa-apso.org/articles/head.htm 
 
Nose : Black preferred  
NOTE : with all colors allowed, nose pigment can also be other than black. 
 
Eyes : Dark brown, oval, bright and expressive, medium size, set fairly well apart but forward 
looking.  Rims black. 
COMMON FAULTS: round, big, protruding eyes  
NOTE : : oval – better term may be  »almond« 
So combination of medium, almond, dark brown, expressive eyes will give the 
Tibetan expression.  
Breeding experience tells us that eyes come in all combinations of shapes and sizes, 
from small &  round to big &, almond, and also the shape of head is not directly 
connected with the size & shape of eyes. 

  
Rims black. 
NOTE : Again black rims cannot get together with some colors that are allowed 
according to the standard.  
Weeping eyes are connected also with the shape of head and eyes and selection 
against this problem will not eliminate it in full, but I think we should still try our best.   
 
Ears : Medium size, pendant, well feathered in adults, set fairly high.  Slight lift from the skull 
desirable but must not fly.  Large, heavy, low set ears un-typical. 
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COMMON FAULTS:  low set, heavy, big, even long ears 
NOTE : Description in standard is very clear, but selection went against the »flying« 
ears for  decades, so now the problem are often low set ears and rarely flying ears. 
 
Jaws/Teeth : Slightly undershot.  Teeth evenly placed and the lower jaw wide between the 
canine teeth.  Full dentition desirable.  Teeth and tongue not showing when mouth closed. 
 
COMMON FAULTS:  Although full dentition is »only« desirable, the real Tibetan 
expression only comes with a good underjaw with enough braedth to carry all 6 
incissors. 
But after all the years of selection missing incissors are still quite common in the 
breed. 
 
NOTE : While the slightly undershot bite is ideal for the right expressionand 
according to the FCI standard, the big undershot is more problematic for the breed 
and for the individual comapring with either level or scissor bite. 
Too many breeders still believe that too much of an undershot is better than the 
scissor bite. 
But look at the first Tibetan Spaniel standard : »Mouth and muzzle : level otherwise 
slightly undershot preferable…« 
So this first standard required »mouth level«- meaning both jaws should be of the 
same length, and the bite was not mentioned, so the function of the bite was better 
described, as it could be everything between the slightly undershot to tight scissors. 
 
One more thing – the expresssion,the set and carriage of the ears and the size of the 
eys is with this breed closely related with the mood of the individual, as we all know 
Tibetan Spaniels are very capable of changing all these depending how they feel. 
 
 
NECK : Moderately short, strong and well set on.  Covered with a mane or « shawl » of 
longer hair, more pronounced in dogs than bitches. 
 
NOTE :  medium length would be better term, moderately short is only the expression 
of the neck covered with mane. 
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FOREQUARTERS : Moderate bone; forelegs slightly bowed but firm at shoulder. 
Shoulders : Well laid. 
COMMON FAULTS:  legs too bowed, especially when they affect movement 
NOTE : front legs should be slightly bowed in the upperarm, but still the action should 
be sound. Breeding experience again tells us tha tgetting the ideal slight bow is very 
difficult as the dogs tend to converge to slightly heavier low on legs type or slightly 
finer boned, straight legs and  more toy type. 

 
BODY : Slightly longer from withers to root of tail than the height at withers. 
Back : Level. 
Ribs : Good spring of rib. 
 
NOTE Overall proportions chest-loin-croup should remain ! 
Short chest with long loin is untypical, as is falling croup. 
Back should be level, but not like ruler.    
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HINDQUARTERS : Well made and strong. 
Stifle : Moderate turn. 
Hocks : Well let down, straight when viewed from behind. 
NOTE : Combination of moderate angualtion and hocks well let down produces the 
typical movement of hind legs, not too much kick back and up and also not too short 
steps.  
 
FEET : Harefoot.  Small and neat with feathering between toes often extending beyond the 
feet.  Round cat-feet undesirable. 
NOTE : Short cat feet with prominent arch of toes are untipycal. 
The harefeet (that are emphasized by the »feathers« of hair growing over the toes) 
should not be mistaken for the thin feet ! 

 
TAIL : Set high, richly plumed and carried in a gay curl or over back when moving. (Not to be 
penalised for drooping tail when standing). 
NOTE : Tails tend (as a result of selection for show dogs) to get more and more 
tightly curled over the backs. So the lovely gay curl is lost more and more. 
Although the standard does not list this as a fault, the health consequences of the 
tight tails are a problem !  
So to stress again – Dog should not be penalised for drooping tail when standing ! 
 

 
 
GAIT / MOVEMENT : Quick-moving, straight, free, positive. 
NOTE :  typical movement without a  kick and also not too short steps. 
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COAT  
HAIR : Topcoat silky in texture, smooth on face and front of legs, of moderate length on 
body, but lying rather flat.  Undercoat fine and dense.  Ears and back of forelegs nicely 
feathered, tail and buttocks well furnished with longer hair.  Not overcoated, bitches tend to 
carry less coat and mane than dogs. 
NOTE: It may be sliky, but in there are silks and silks, definitelly not the same texture 
as with Maltese (also described as silky by the standard). 
Better description would be – topcoat of the quality of fine human hair. 
 
As underlined in standard - Not overcoated, bitches tend to carry less coat and mane than 
dogs ! 
 
 
COLOUR : All colours and mixture of colours permissible. 
NOTE : all colors and mixtures are permissible, also the rare liver, blue and for 
example ticking (that only shows onsome white dogs).  
The only color that would be untypical (looking at all Tibetan breeds (except Sha-
Khyi) is »brindle«. 
 
SIZE AND WEIGHT  : Height about 25.4 cm (10 ins). 
Weight : Ideal 4.1 to 6.8 kgs (9-15 lbs). 
NOTE: 
Already with the first dogs arriving to the West , there were the description of two 
types within the breed, the so called »mountain type« (more robust, higher on legs, 
bigger) and  
»monastery type« (smaller, finer) 
Also from the beginning the legends tell that Tibetans prefer the smaller dogs in this 
breed. 
During my travels in Tibet and talks with Tibetans I learnt that the facts are a bit 
different. In fact the small dogs were presented to the lamas/monasteries as they 
were not good for breeding, and the stronger ones were kept by peasants for 
breeding.   
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Tibetans have also always selected their dogs with the whole picture in mid, not the 
tiny details. So the breed is still very much a landrace in its himeland, and with this 
much closer to the population genetics we know today. 
 
 
FAULTS : Any departure from the foregoing points should be considered a fault and the 
seriousness with which the fault should be regarded should be in exact proportion to its 
degree. 
NOTE : The most problematic faults are the ones that also makes the individual less 
sound and healthy, i.e. big eyes, too short muzzle etc. And on the other hand the 
ones that influence the essence of the breed type. 
 
N.B. : Male animals should have two apparently normal testicles fully descended into the 
scrotum. 
 
 

Not mentioned in current FCI standard:   

Pigmentation 

…and quite vague (black nose, but all colors allowed) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IV. COMPARISSON : 

 

- With other Tibetan breeds : 

 

o Do-Khyi (Tibetan Mastiff) 

o Lhasa Apso – »long haired cousin« 

o Shih Tzu – »the extreme« relative 
Proportions and type :  
 
Quite a few deatils are similar (as a consequence of selection on »Sengge« and the same 
environment): 
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Strong, blunt muzzle  
Tail carried over the back 
Temperament -  reserved  
 

- And with other breeds :  
  

o Japan Chin – TOY – fine bones, extreme head  

o Cavalir King Charles – hevier head, long ears, coat type, tail  

o Chihuahua – TOY, extreme head, pointed muzzle  

o Dachshund – long head, long body, very low on legs 

o Pomeranian –  TOY, short body, coat type 

 
 
 
 
(drawings from TSCA Ilustrated Breed Standard for e ducational use only) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© Primoz Peer  2009 
 
 
FIRST TIBETAN SPANIEL STANDARD 
 
Originally bred in the Chumbi-Valley of Tibet. 
 
General Appearance: A dainty active Toy  
 
Character:gay and assertive, but chary of strangers. 
 
Size and weight: are a variable 5 lbs.-14 lbs 
 
Colour:golden,fawn,black,black and tan,particolour,cream,white or brown 
 
Body Shape:length from point of shoulder to point of buttocks longer than the height at 
withers.Chest of medium width. 
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Coat: double coated,lies rather flat,a decided mane on neck and shoulders. 
 
Head and neck: medium size,skull slightly domed. Neck symmetrical,well covered with hair. 
 
Mouth and muzzle: Level, otherwise slighlty undershot preferable. Strong cushioned muzzle 
of medium length. Nose black with all colours. 
 
Ears: pendant and feathered at base. 
 
Eyes:brown of medium size 
 
 
 
 
 
Tibetan Spaniel  - AKC Breed Standard  
 
General Appearance  
Should be small, active and alert. The outline should give a well balanced appearance, slightly longer 
in body than the height at withers. Fault Coarseness of type. 
Size, Proportion, Substance  
Size Height about 10 inches. Body slightly longer from the point of shoulder to root of tail than the 
height at withers. Weight 9-15 pounds being ideal. 
Head  
Small in proportion to body and proudly carried, giving an impression of quality. Masculine in dogs but 
free from coarseness. Eyes dark brown in color, oval in shape, bright and expressive, of medium size 
set fairly well apart but forward looking, giving an apelike expression. Eye rims black. Faults--Large full 
eyes; light eyes; mean expression. Ears medium size, pendant, well feathered in the adult and set 
fairly high. They may have a slight lift from the skull, but should not fly. Large, heavy, low set ears are 
not typical. Skull slightly domed, moderate width and length. Faults--Very domed or flat wide skull. 
Stop slight, but defined. Medium length of muzzle, blunt with cushioning, free from wrinkle. The chin 
should show some depth and width. Faults--Accentuated stop; long, plain down face, without stop; 
broad flat muzzle; pointed, weak or wrinkled muzzle. Black nose preferred. Faults Liver or putty-
colored pigmentation. 
Mouth  ideally slightly undershot, the upper incisors fitting neatly inside and touching the lower 
incisors. Teeth should be evenly placed and the lower jaw wide between the canine tusks. Full 
dentition desired. A level mouth is permissible, providing there is sufficient width and depth of chin to 
preserve the blunt appearance of the muzzle. Teeth must not show when mouth is closed. Faults--
Overshot mouth; protruding tongue. 
Neck, Topline, Body  
Neck moderately short, strong and well set on. Level back. Well ribbed with good depth. Tail set high, 
richly plumed and carried in a gay curl over the back when moving. Should not be penalized for 
dropping tail when standing. 
 
Forequarters  
Shoulder well placed. The bones of the forelegs slightly bowed but firm at shoulder. Moderate bone. 
Faults--Very bowed or loose front. Dewclaws may be removed. Feet hare-footed, small and neat. 
Fault--Cat feet. 
Hindquarters  
Well made and strong. Stifle well developed, showing moderate angulation. Hocks well let down and 
straight when viewed from behind. Faults--Straight stifle; cow hocks. Dewclaws may be removed. Feet 
as in front. 
Coat  
Double coat, silky in texture, smooth on face and front of legs, of moderate length on body, but lying 
rather flat. Ears and back of forelegs nicely feathered, tail and buttocks well furnished with longer hair. 
Neck covered with a mane or "shawl" of longer hair which is more pronounced in dogs than bitches. 
Feathering between toes often extending beyond the feet. Should not be over-coated and bitches tend 
to carry less coat and mane than dogs.  
Presentation --In the show ring it is essential the Tibetan Spaniel be presented in an unaltered 
condition with the coat lying naturally with no teasing, parting or stylizing of the hair. Specimens where 
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the coat has been altered by trimming, clipping, or by artificial means shall be so severely penalized as 
to be effectively eliminated from competition. Dogs with such a long coat that there is no rectangle of 
daylight showing beneath, or so profuse that it obstructs the natural outline, are to be severely 
penalized. Whiskers are not to be removed. Hair growing between the pads on the underside of the 
feet may be trimmed for safety and cleanliness. 
Color  
All colors, and mixtures of colors allowed. Feet--White markings allowed. 
Gait  
Quick moving, straight, free, positive. 
Temperament  
Gay and assertive, highly intelligent, aloof with strangers. Fault--Nervousness. 
 
Approved May 10, 1983  
Reformatted February 7, 1989  
 

Tibetan Spaniel - CKC Standard (Canadian) 

General Appearance 

Should be small, active and alert. The outline should give a well balanced appearance, slightly longer 
than the height at withers. FAULT—Coarseness of type.  

Size, Proportion, Substance 

Size—height about 10 inches. Body slightly longer from the point of shoulder to root of tail than height 
at withers. Weight 9-15 pounds being ideal.  

Neck, Topline, Body 

Neck moderately short, strong and well set on. Level back, well ribbed with good depth.  

Head 

Small in proportion to the body and proudly carried, giving an impression of quality. Masculine in dogs 
but free from coarseness.  

Skull  — slightly domed, moderate width and length. FAULTS—Very domed or flat wide skull.  

Stop  — Slight, but defined. FAULTS—Accentuated stop; without stop.  

Muzzle — Medium length of Muzzle blunt with cushioning, free from wrinkle. The chin should show 
some depth and width. FAULTS — Long, plain down face, broad flat muzzle, pointed, weak or 
wrinkled muzzle.  

Eyes — Dark brown in color, oval in shape, bright and expressive, of medium size set fairly well apart 
but forward looking, giving an apelike expression. Eye rims black. FAULTS—Large full eyes; light 
eyes; mean expression.  

Ears — Medium size, pendant, well feathered in the adult and set fairly high. They may have a slight 
lift from the skull, but should not fly. Large, heavy, low set ears are not typical.  

Mouth  — Ideally slightly undershot, the upper incisors fitting neatly inside and touching the lower 
incisors. Teeth should be evenly placed and the lower jaw wide between the canine tusks. Full 
dentition desired.  

A level mouth is permissible, providing there is sufficient width and depth of chin to preserve the blunt 
appearance of the muzzle. Teeth must not show when mouth is closed. FAULTS—Overshot mouth; 
protruding tongue.  

Nose — Black preferred.  
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Tail 

Set high, richly plumed and carried in a gay curl over the back when moving. Should not be penalized 
for dropping tail when standing.  

Feet 

Hare-footed, small and neat, dewclaws may be removed. FAULT—Cat feet.  

Forequarters 

Shoulder well placed. The bones of the forelegs slightly bowed but firm at shoulder. Moderate bone. 
FAULTS—Very bowed or loose front.  

Hindquarters 

Well made and strong. Stifle well developed, showing moderate angulation. Hocks well let down and 
straight when viewed from behind. Feet as in front. FAULTS—Straight stifle; cow-hocks.  

Gait 

Quick moving, straight, free, positive Gait/Movement — Quick moving, straight, free positive.  

Temperament 

Gay and assertive, highly intelligent, aloof with strangers. FAULT—Nervousness.  

Coat 

Double coat, silky in texture, smooth on face and front of legs, of moderate length on body, but lying 
rather flat. Ears and back of forelegs nicely feathered, tail and buttocks well furnished with longer hair.  

Neck covered with a mane or "shawl" of longer hair which is more pronounced in dogs than bitches. 
Feathering between toes often extending beyond the feet. Should not be over-coated and bitches tend 
to carry less coat and mane than dogs.  

Colour 

All colours and mixture of colours permissible. (Most common—sable)  

Presentation 

In the show ring it is essential the Tibetan Spaniel be presented in an unaltered condition with the coat 
lying naturally with no teasing, parting or stylizing of the hair. Specimens where the coat has been 
altered by trimming, clipping, or by artificial means shall be severely penalized as to be effectively 
eliminated from competition. Dogs with such a long coat that there is no rectangle of daylight showing 
beneath, or so profuse that it obstructs the natural outline, are to be severely penalized. Whiskers are 
not to be removed. Hair growing between the pads on the underside of the feet may be trimmed for 
safety and cleanliness.  

Note — Male animals should have two apparently normal testicles fully descended into the scrotum  

 
 
 
 
 


